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A Christmas Message for the Director 


Once again the Christmas season is upon us. From what | 
have heard, have seen in the stores and have read in the newspapers 
this will be a year of plenty, prosperity and of optimism for the 
future. Only a few days ago it was reported nationally that over $10 
billion had been raised in 1963, with expectations for even a greater 
amount in 1964, for charitable purposes. Americans are giving more 
monetarily to worthy causes than ever before in the history of our 
nation. Naturally I was proud to observe that we at Special Surgery 
helped to assist in these record breaking contributions by success- 
fully completing our recent annual employee drive. But Religion 
and Ethics have taught us that giving is more than giving mone- 
tarily, it is giving of ourselves. This means qiving of our minds, 
our hands and our hearts. It means treating our brothers as we 
would wish to be treated ourselves ... a trait which should be 
paramount in our relationship with the hospitalized patient. 


We, perhaps as well as any, have seen the fruits of human 
kindness and of concern for the sick and unfortunate. Truly the 
holiday season represents the time when medical and hospital care, 
the great humanitarian spirit, the selflessness, the tenderness of 
thought and action, the annual renewal of a man’s belief in qood- 
ness and brotherhood, and doing unto others . . . highlight the pri- 
mary value of being our brothers servant in his time of need. 


Let us then go forward into the promising days that lie ahead 
in the new year of 1965 and rededicate ourselves to man’s highest 
teachings. And let me take this year end opportunity to add my sin- 
cere personal thanks for your past performance in comforting our 
patients, and helping to gain the well deserved reputation of warmth 
that our hospital now enjoys. To all of you and to all your families 
qo my wishes for a happy and healthy holiday season and joyous 


New Year. 
T. Gordon Young 
Director 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 


The Alien Registration Law 


obtained at any United States 
Post Office. If you are not an 
American citizen, remember the 
deadline: JANUARY 31. 


provides that all non-American — 

citizens must register during the " £ 

month of January. Forms can be a ad 
2p a7 


CAMILO ANDINS 


DANIEL PALERMO 


HSS PERSONALITIES 


I am sure you all recognize the 
two following employees who work in 
our Cafeteria at the important task of 
seeing to it that we are ali well fed. 


CAMILO ANDINS 

Camilo was born in Ratano, Puerto 
Rico and came to the United States 
November 1949. He worked for a 
little while in Greenpoint, L.I. on a 
farm, but became tired of farm work 
and decided to come to New York to 
look for work. He was lucky to find 
a job with HSS as a bus boy in 1952, 
and he also washed in the kitchen for 
a while. 

Camilo has a son 18 now who is 
in the Army and stationed in Puerto 
Rico. Camilo, at present, lives with 
his mother. 


DANIEL PALERMO 

Danny was born in Ponce, Puerto 
Rico. He was an administrator for the 
Hotel Majonca in San Juan for 12 
years and then decided to come to 
New York for a change. His first job 
was at the Hospital for Special Sur- 
gery and has remained here for 14 
years, first as a porter and later as a 
counterman. Danny has also been a 
short order book for the Cafeteria. 

Danny has a dynamic personality 
and gets along well with everyone. 


The doctors are especially fond of 
him because of his outgoing person- 
ality. 

He has_ remained a_ bachelor 
throughout these years and has a 
mother in Puerto Rico whom he is de- 
voted to. He makes several trips each 
year to see her. 


*‘0O.R. Suite — No Visitors Permitted’’ 


Many of us in the Hospital have passed the fourth floor 
doors which say ‘‘O.R. suite — no visitors permitted’’. What 
is going on behind these doors? This is to give you an idea 
of an average day in the O.R. H.S.S.has four operating 
rooms, the supervisor is Miss Hazel Evans, R.N. She has 
been head of the department for 35 years. Every morning be- 
fore 7 a.m. you can see her arrive, that is if you are able to 
get out of bed at that time. Maticulously she goes over the 
morning schedule, sees that the rooms and instruments are 
in proper order. In fact she has done a good days work nor- 
mally before the rest of us have arrived at the Hospital. The 
assistant supervisor Miss Gwendolyn Dubuque, R.N. is in 
charge of the late shife - 12 noon to 8p.m. She is Miss Evans 
‘“‘Right Hand’’ and knows the suite from a to z. Perhaps the 
earliest to arrive is Dr. Charles Burstein, Chief Anesthesi- 
ologist. It is not rare for him to start out the day at 6 a.m., 
visiting the floors, writing out his orders, making sure that 
pre-op medications are given on time. Most of the nurses 
come on duty at 7 or 7:30 a.m. Every day damp dusting of 
furniture is done, autoclaves are 
turned on and tested for their 
right temperature in order to re- 
ceive instrument baskets which 
have to be sterilized for the 
scheduled cases. The circulat- 
ing nurses open all sterile sup- 
plies, while the scrub nurses 
start scrubbing their hands. By 
now all preparations for surgery 
are well on their way, and it is 
still before 8 a.m. Now the first 
patients begin to arrive for an- 
esthesia. Precausionary meas- 
ures are taken at all times to 
insure the patient’s maximum safety. After identification 
takes place, special attention is paid to good and comfortable 
positioning on the O.R. table. Each operative position rep- 
resents an agreement between the surgeon and anesthesi- 
ologist in regard to the patient. The circulating nurse and an 
orderly (we have three) will help and give assistance as well 
as reassurance during the administration of anesthesia to the 
patient. In the operating room, in themeantime, the surgical 
technician has prepared all necessary sterile instruments and 
has set up Mayostands and instrument tables. Finally we are 
ready for the most important person to arrive in the operating 


room - the patient of course. The surgeon is now gowned and 
gloved with the help of the scrub nurse and circulating nurse. 
The operative site is painted with an antiseptic material and 
the patient is surrounded with sterile linen leaving only the 
operative site exposed. To prevent disarrangement or con- 
tamination during surgery the linen is well secured. Now the 
attending surgeon, his assisf-— 
tants, the anesthesiologist, 
scrub nurse, circulating nurse 
and orderly all work as one 
team, before, during, and after 
completion of surgery. After 
the wound is dressed and many 
times after a cast has been ap- 
plied the patient is placed on 
his own bed in a comfortable 
position and brought to the re- 
covery room which is adjacent 
to the O.R. suite. Here the pa- 
tient gets intensive care by 
welltrainedR.N.’s and L.P.N.’s 
until he is able to return to his own room. 

The patient has left the O.R. but work must still go on. 
The room is cleaned, the floor is watered and vacuumed and 
the surgical technician must prepare for the next operative 
case. Dirty instruments must be cleaned in the modern ultra- 
sonic machine, autoclaved, and stored away. Now the pa- 
tients have gone, the instruments have been cleaned but has 
the day actually ended? The answer, of course, is no. Each 
evening, the entire O.R. suite is given an excellent cleaning 
by Mr. Shepard who can naturally take pride in a job well 
done. One of the employees puts it this way ‘‘The day never 
ends and it is not the 8 hours we put in, it is what we put in 
the 8 hours.”’ 


Members of the O.R. Staff are: 

Hazel Evans - Supervisor 
Anna Marie Hans 
Elizabeth Kersch 
Eric Miller 
Minnie Moon 
Irmgard Mueller 
Sylvester Oliver 
Annie O’ Rourke 
Mary Ann Smith 
Milton Snipes 
James Thomas 


Ingrid Andersson 
Noreen Brierton 
Hulda Davis 

Miriam Denizard 
Creria DiRita 
Gwendolyn Dubuque 
Mary Ann Ferrara 
Jean Furman 
Garland Gaither 
Genovefa Gasowski 
Mary Ann Graeme 
Lucy Groseil 


Louise Trogele 


PROFESSIONALLY SPEAKING 

We are pleased to announce that 
Dr. Anna Kara was_ recently ap- 
pointed as a consultant in physio- 
therapy for James Ewing patients. 
Also, Dr. John L. Fox was appointed 
Associated Attending Anesthesi- 
ologist on a full-time basis effective 
January 1, 1964. 

The travelers for this month were 
Dr. Freyberg who attended a meeting 
of the American Rheumatism Associ- 
ation in Washington, D. C., Dr. R. 
Freiberger attended a meeting of the 
Radiological Society of North Amer- 
ica in Chicago and Dr. Straub at- 
tended a meeting of the Board of Ed- 
itors of the Journal of Bone & Joint 
Surgery in Boston. 


DR. STEN-ERIK OLSSON JOINS 
HSS RESEARCH STAFF 

Beginning January 1, 1965 Dr. 
Sten-Erik Olsson will be Visiting 
Professor of Comparative Ortho- 
paedics at Cornell University Medi- 
cal College and Head of a Labora- 
tory for Comparative Orthopaedics 
in the Research wing. 

Dr. Olsson’ graduated D.V.M. 
from the Royal Veterinary College 
in Stockholm in 1947 and M.D. from 
the Karolinska Institute Medical 
School in Stockholm in 1962. Before 
coming to New York he was head of 
the Department of Veterinary Radi- 
ology at the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege in Stockholm. 

Dr. Olsson has gained internat- 
ional recognition on the basis of his 
work on slipped intervertebral discs, 
and congenital dislocation of the hip 
in dogs. The former condition is 
common in the dachshund, the latter 
especially in the German shepherd. 


Both conditions are seen frequently 
in man. It is hoped that comparative 
studies of these and other conditions 
seen in both animal and man will in- 
crease our understanding of such 
orthopaedic conditions as _ osteo - 
arthritis, Legg Perthes disease, and 
fractures in the aged. 

In anticipation of Dr. Olsson’s 
transfer here, HSS has equipped a 
laboratory on the animal floor through 
the aid of substantial grants from the 
Whitehall and Edwin S. Webster 
Foundations. 

Dr. Olsson has visited often in 
the U. S. as speaker at scientific 
meetings. His many publications 
are mostly in the English language. 


PERSONALLY SPEAKING 
Sorry! No engagements or weddings to report. 


BIRTHS — Wellington Baker, orderly on the evening shift announces Mrs. Baker and 
he became the proud parents of another daughter born on December 9th. This young 
infant bears the unique name of Chery! Karen. 


NEW EMPLOYEES - Ann Connally, R.N., Noreen Brierton, R.N., Ivy James, O.R.R.N., 
Mary Anne Graeme, re-employed O.R. R.N., Carmen Rodrigues, R.N. and Eileen 
Gurley, R.N. per diem. A new X-Ray technician is Miss Linda Widrick and a new 
Research technician working for_Dr. Posner is Joseph Goodbread. We extend a warm 
welcome to these newcomers, and hope they will be very happy at HSS. 


PROMOTIONS & CHANGES - Ann Connally has been appointed head nurse on 7 No. 
Jane Trainor is Assistant head nurse on 7 So. Barbara Marcin, Asst. Head nurse on 
7 N, and Miss Joan Tallon has been appointed as the new Night Supervisor effective 
Jan. 15th. Mavis Stewart, LPN, has changed to the evening shift in Central Supply, 
also Alberta Lewis, N.A. is now working on the evening shift. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE - Ann Scanlon who works on the night shift is on maternity 
leave. 


RETIREMENTS — Shirley Web, LPN, has resigned to gain further experience in other 
fields, and Ethel Salkeld, LPN, has retired and with her sister will make her home 
near Toronto, Canada. Miss Nicole Quinaux, a foreign student, from the University of 
Liege, Belgium, has been working and studying in the Laboratory of Ultrastructural 
Biochemistry, under the supervision of Dr. Aaron Posner, since February 1964. Now 
Miss Quinaux.will be leaving ustoreturn to her native country where she will complete 
her doctoral studies at the University. We hope she has profited both by her stay at 
HSS and all that the ‘‘Big City’’ has to offer. 


TRAVELERS —- Mrs. Henrietta Mendoza, Purchasing Agent, recently returned from a 
three weeks trip to Portland, Oregon, Vancouver and Victoria, British Columbia. 
Bill LoCasio heads for Puerto Rico for the holidays, and Bruno Schmidt, alsoof 
the Brace Shop, has left for a three weeks stay in Florida. 
Mavis Stewart and Minnie Moon, Surgical Technicians inthe O.R. are taking short 
vacations over the Christmas week. 


RANDOM NEWS - Class XXV (25 members) have returned from affiliation at Lenox 
Hill and New York Hospitals, in time to help us care for the patients who will remain 
in the hospital over the holidays. 

Capping exercises were held on December 17th in the Lecture Hall for Class 
XXVI, 26 members received their caps. 


HOSPITALIZED — Miss Duluina Thrower, LPN, we are sorry to report is a patient on 
7N. 


MEET MRS. HOLBROOK 


Mrs. S. Holbrook has been on the Board 
of HSS since 1962. 

She has worked as a volunteer for 5 
years at the New York Hospital and during 
the war, worked for the Red Cross as a 
Gray Lady for Walter Reed Hospital in 
Washington. At present she is on the 
Board of the Catholic Center for the Blind. 

As shown by the picture, Mrs. Holbrook 
spends over half her time in the country at 
Bedford Hills where she has been active in 
Garden Club work for many years. 

She was one of the Founders and was 
secretary of a Boy’s Club in Ridgefield, 
Conn. for 10 years and as a mother of 4, 
has been on several Parent-Teacher Com- 
mittees. Now that she is a grandmother 
she plans to go back to hospital work. 

Mrs. Holbrook also has worked for the 
United Fund of Westchester and the Lincoln 
Center of New York City. She is a gradu- 
ate of Miss Chapin’s School in New York 
City: 


THE NEW LOOK IN X-RAY 


aa OM O pre 


The employees and patients can 
be grateful to Mrs. Jane Bannerman for 
the decorative color scheme in the 
X-ray Department. Replacing the dull 
old gray color on the doors to the dif- 
ferent rooms are a variety of bright 
colors. Now a patient is directed to 
report to the room with the pink, green, 
blue, or orange door for his Xray. He 
can find the room quickly and is 
cheered by the soft gay colors that 
surround him. 


CREASED PANTS AND CAMP SITES 
By Keith Norcross, M.D. 

We are very fortunate to have seen 
so much of America during our year. 
Thanks are due to many hospital staff 
and to the staff of 1st National City 
Bank and the A.A.A. for enabling us 
to do so on a limited budget. 

At 4:30 a.m. on May 23rd we left 
Manhattan. Our first stop was Wil- 
mington, Delaware, for a seminar. 
We proceeded to Duke University, 
North Carolina, whose lovely campus 
is reminiscent of Cambridge, England. 
West then, to the dream-like Blue 
Ridge Parkway and the Smoky Moun- 
tains. An arduous drive across Ten- 
nessee, delightfully relieved by lunch 
with George Watkins’ family in Nash- 
ville, brought us to camp at Memphis. 
The next day I spent at the Campbell 
Clinic. At New Orleans a cloud-burst 
gave us a chance to bathe in our tent. 
Fortunately Houston we found .a 
warm welcome sunshine. 


at 
and hot 

And now we came to the desert: 
to the Carlsbad Caverns; the Hoover 
Dam and Lake Mead; the Painted Des- 
ert, the Meteor Crater; the Grand Can- 
yon. Scrubland and cacti, sand storms 
and rain storms, vultures and tarran- 
tula spiders, armadilloes and milli- 
pedes, and flowers of exquisite beau- 
ty, the greys and golds of the Mohave, 
though so briefly seen, are vivid in 
memory. 

After four days and three hospital 
visits in Los Angeles we proceeded 
to Vancouver in three days for the 
Association Meeting. Then we turned 
East, in the rain, through the Canadian 
Rockies framing brilliant lakes which 
reflected precipice and glacier on their 
emerald waters. We remember the end- 
less prairie of mid-Canada, the lakes 
of Minnesota, the sand dunes of Lake 
Michigan. We gazed at Niagara at 
night and dawn. The Corning museum 
of Glass was our last great delight. 

It was an awesome journey. We 
were generously received by warm 
friends, American, Canadian and 
British. Many surgeons took great 
trouble to welcome and instruct me. 
Orthopoedics occupied part (usually 
the principal part) of 15 days and we 
travelled 11,300 miles. All included 
the cost was less than $800. 

Soon we shall be alumni of 
U.S.A. 


the 


Congratulations! It’s a coil! 


LOUIS SHOOB RETIRES 


lar employees retired at the end of the year. 


need. 


on a per diem basis, that is, 
combing in Florida or Atlantic City. 


hospital in the future. 


NEW UNIFORMS FOR 
HOUSEKEEPING 


The coming year is bring- 


ing with it a number of 


changes’ throughout the 


hospital. Among these are 
the new uniforms being 
worn by the girls in the 
Housekeeping Department; 
they have been changed 
from gray to a soft coral 


color. Seeing the girls 


brightly clad around the 
building adds new life and 
vitality tothe overall pic- 


ture of the hospital. 


JACKIE MIMS 


HSS YOUNGSTERS FROM 5 SOUTH 
TACKLE WITH ALL AMERICAN 
FOOTBALL STARS 


What boy, when confronted with — 
‘Yow would you like to meet a real 
honest-to-goodness All American Foot- 
ball Star on Saturday?’’ would not 
leap with joy! Well, HSS was asked to 
invite the boys to a Luncheon to meet 
the Look All American Football Team, 
selected by the Football Writers Associ- 
ation of America at the New York Hilton 
Hotel in the Sutton Ballroom on Decem- 
ber 5th! 


The boys were Albert Schneisner 
11, and Victor Giolito 14 both patients 
on 5 South. They were accompanied by 
Mrs. Carmen Rodrigues, RN, also of 5 
South. 


Aside from getting autographs from 
each football star and with the antici- 
pation of winning an autographed foot- 
ball, they sat at the same table with 
Miss Arkansas, ‘‘ The Cotton Bowl 
Queen’’, Miss Karen Carlson. 


It was indeed a thrilling day for two 
young boys! They had a ball! 


Louie Shoob, one of Special Surgery’s most popu- 


As the house plumber for approximately 15 years, 
he has been known as the man on the spot in time of 
Rosalind, his wife, we are sure will be happy 
to have her husband home, but Sully assures us that 
he has been able to persuade Louie to return to work 
when he is not beach- 


This then is not a final farewell for we will have 
many opportunities to see his genial face around the 


BOUQUETS FROM PATIENTS 


I cannot say that I enjoy being in a hos- 
pital, but I certainly came as near to it as I 
can in the H.S.S. I was struck by the cour- 
tesy of the staff from the doorman to the 
nurses, from the orderlies to the accounting 
office. In general, there seemed to_be a 
happy esprit-de-corps that was reflected in 
efficient and tender care throughout. 


— Robert C. Laidlaw 


In general, I think Special Surgery must 
be the best hospital in the world. It is a 


friendly, happy, efficient, warmly-human 
concerned place. And the staff in all its 
aspects is superb. You can see I love SS! 


— From Patient File 


I want to particularly praise and com- 
mend the night nurse, Mrs. Darso, for the 
wonderful, kind care given to me and to 
all the other patients on the floor. She was 
known by all as a ‘‘night angel’’.. I am very 
grateful to her, the rest of the nurses and my 
doctor, Joel Adler, for the extra care and at- 
tention given to me while I was in critical 
condition. Please extend my deepest thanks 
to all of them. 

— From Patient File 


In all the hospitals I was in as a patient 
through the years, I never have had such care 
from the night nurses, day nurses, aides to 
the cleaning women and the doctors that op- 
erated on me. I can walk again! Thank you. 


— Eliz Daniels 


I am very grateful to God for your wonder- 
ful Hospital for Special Surgery. I am grate- 
ful to all the doctors, nurses, student nurses 
and nurses aides for their wonderful care 
they gave me. No matter what time of day I 
needed a favor they were there with willing 
hands to help me. There was courtesy and 
dignity at all times. 

— James F. O’Conner 
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